
How the Shire of Goomalling has changed since WW1.
1. Changes to farming.

“After the war the prime concern of the Government, led by Premier Sir James Mitchell, was 
the rehabilitation of returned soldiers.” “Extended credit was accessible through the 
Discharged Soldiers’ Land Settlement Board and the Agricultural Bank.” “In the post-war 
years millions of acres of Crown Land, much of it in the wheatbelt, was sold by the 
Government to settle exservicemen on the land.” Farms in the Goomalling and 
Konnongorring were purchased by the Repatriation Department and sold to exservicemen. 
British exservicemen and their families took up the free and assisted migration to various 
locations including Western Australia between 1920 and 1929. Of the tens of thousands that 
arrived in WA a number settled in the Goomalling area, particularly Konnongorring. P 185
“Generally farms were run down as a result of the war and there had been a decline in 
production because of the shortages of labour and other requirements.” Rabbits were in 
plague proportions and damaged large areas of crop. P 186
In the 1920’s improved methods of farming, including the three year rotation of cropping and 
adoption of the fallow system resulted in a 60% yield increase per acre than the pre-war 
years. “During the closing years of the war and throughout the 1920’s, wheat returned the 
comparatively high price of up to 6 shillings a bushel. The pre-war price on an average wheat 
yield of 13 bushels per acre was three shillings and four pence per bushel.” “The price of land 
increased markedly after the wr and other overheads associated with production, chiefly the 
cost of machinery and wages, almost doubled.” “Wheat had replaced gold as Western 
Australia’s major export.” “The marketing of wheat through grain merchants became a 
problem during the war, when shipping was disrupted.” P 188

The 1920s were a prosperous time with good prices for wheat and wool, which allowed them 
to purchase new machinery, more land and stock, erecting new dwellings, taking holidays and 
sending children to boarding school. P196
Machinery used
“The advent of mechanical devices, particularly the tractor and motor truck in the mid 
1920’s, revolutionised farming methods and as a consequence agricultural progress made 
rapid advancement. Farmers were able to sow, reap and deliver their crop in a fraction of the 
time it took horses.” “By 1927 working horse teams were fast disappearing.” P 191
“There was one major disadvantage of the greater use of tractors, trucks and trains and that 
was the increased fire risk. Fires were easily started by the sparks from the engines and could 
cause a great deal of destruction.” P 192
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 How the war affected farming.
“The Goomalling district memorial Roll of Honour in the foyer of the town hall indicates that 
109 young men left the town and farms to serve their country.” “…the acute shortage of 
manpower during the war years meant that the rural opportunities could not be fully 
exploited.”
“The crippling effects of the 1914 drought, coupled with the outbreak of WW1, caused many 
new farmers to abandon their land.” The Frearsons’, Septimus and his two sons Archie and 
Clem, took land at Oak Park and sowed their first failed crop during the 1914 drought. Clem 
enlisted and was killed during the war. P 180 

2. Transport methods
“Improved methods of transport by way of railways and motor vehicles was one of the 
greatest factors in the progress of the State. The age of motorised conveyance saw the arrival 
of several truck and car dealers and service mechanics in the town and the large number of 
vehicles purchased was a strong indication of the district’s wealth.” In 1928 nearly 300 cars 
and trucks were registered in the district, whereas in 1923 45 were registered. Bulk fuel 
depots and kerbside petrol bowsers were set up. The Shell Oil Company in 1927. The 
Vacuum Oil Company set up a plant in 1929 that held 25,000 gallons of kerosene and 25,000 
gallons of petrol. p 198
“The Goomalling Railway Station was becoming busier by the day as passengers, wheat, chaff 
and livestock were transported to Perth.” “In 1928 the railwau traffic passing through the 
town was heavy, with an average 14 trains entering each day.”p 215

3. Social activities.
“…during the war years…even many social activities were suspended.” “Between 

1915 – 1918 much of the social activity in the region centred around the Red Cross Society.” 
“A grand patriotic movement developed among those at home as balls, fancy dress costume 
dances, picnic sports days and auctions were held to raise monies for munitions, distress 
funds and Christmas cheer funds for the men in the tranches abroad. The Goomalling people 
gave generously as news filtered through of injuries and casualties.” P 126

“ The increase in ownership of the motor car led to the gradual decline of formal 
community social arrangements and annual picnics in the Oak Park region. By the end of the 
1930’s people were travelling to large centres for Christian worship, entertainment and 
sport.” P 184
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1924 was the beginning of fundraising efforts towards building a permanent hospital 
in Goomalling. In 1923 a small local facility, the former dwelling of the local nurse, became a 
temporary hospital which could accommodate up to 5 patients in primitive conditions. The 
fundraising efforts included dances, bazaars, picture shows, race meetings and an annual 
hospital ball. The land was set aside for the permanent building and on 24 August 1928 it was 
officially opened. P 209-21

“Local organisations continued to play a strong role in the social lives of residents in 
the Goomalling district during the post-war years.” This included the Returned Servicemen’s 
League, The Goomalling United Soccer team (formed in 1925) and the Goomalling Amateur 
Cycling Club. P 217

              Sport

“Sport in almost every department has received a severe knockback owing to the 
war and dry season. The ever popular game of cricket is extinct.” P 126 “Not surprisingly, 
team sports went into recess during the war years. However individual sports continued and 
a new club commenced.” Mid 1915 the Goomalling Gold Club course was opened. The 
Goomalling and Jennacubbine horse racing clubs held meetings with smaller than usual 
attendance. P 127

Football and cricket started up again in the 1920s. They had ceased during the war 
years due to the number of men away at war. Golf, tennis and horse racing also boomed in 
the 1920s. P 217-223
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4. GENERAL

“The prosperity of the 1920s, which saw Goomalling expand from the fringe of the wheatbelt 
into a well settled, progressive, and solid agricultural district reflected in the rapid progress of 
the township and its importance as a business centre. Geographically Goomalling was well 
placed. It was an important railway junction with the Dowerin-Merredin loop line and the 
Mullewa-Meekatharra tracks with both branching out from the town. During the decade 
Goomalling … population increased to an estimated 1,800 which provided greater demands 
for goods and services.” P198

The 1920s saw a building boom in Goomalling, with new buildings and also the replacement 
of wooden structures with substantial brick buildings. This included the addition to the front 
of the  Mechanics Institute which provided a meeting room for the Goomalling Roads Board, 
office, library and ladies waiting room. The rear of the hall had a stage, dressing room and 
supper room added. P 199

1922 saw the introduction of a powerhouse to Goomalling, which provided power to 
commercial premises and homes in the townsite and street lighting. P 200

In the mid 1920s the showing of silent movies in the War Memorial Hall were shown to the 
accompaniment of the piano by Carrie McArthur.  Open air movies commenced in 1927, on 
Sunday nights during the summer. P 201

Other businesses which appeared in Goomalling in the 1920’s included the Goomalling Ice 
Works which transported the ice to towns as far away as Manmanning and Kalannie by rail, 
packed in hay and hessian bags. An aerated water manufacturing business, which produced a 
variety of soft drink, hop and ginger beer, used the rail line to transport its produce as far as 
Merredin. P202

In the 1920’s the town also had four banks; a hotel with accommodation for sixty guests; two 
dining rooms; a dressmaking business; several hostels; a butcher; a chemist; five car and 
truck dealers and mechanics; a saddlery, harness making and boot store; a tailor; several 
grocery stores; a draper and general hardware store; a bakery; hairdresser; tobacco shop; 
stock feed supplier and a post office.

The local chemist, A.F. Rainsford enlisted in WW1 and did not return to Goomalling – so the 
town was without a chemist until 1922 when an exserviceman from Scotland, Jimmy Sim 
moved to Goomalling with his family. P212

“Milk deliveries were made to the town’s people from “Grange Clare Dairy”, a small farm on 
the outskirts of town.” P 215

5. SCHOOLS

A school opened in Goomalling on the 2 July 1906 in a site on Throssell St. 

A timber and asbestos school was opened on a site on William St in 1955. 

Goomalling Junior High School opened 1970 on the corner of Hoddy and Eaton Sts.
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1907 – 14 students

1913 – 40 students

1918 – 62 students

1946 – 120 students

1955 – 128 students

1969 – 196 students

Reference: 

Sewell, Barbara 1998, Goomalling, a backward glance : a history of the district. Goomalling 
Shire Council.
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Photograph details.

Photographs courtesy of the Goomalling Historical Society.

All photographs have been taken in the Shire of Goomalling.

1. Harvesting with a horse team.
2. Ploughing with Caterpillar tractor.
3. Goomalling Agricultural Show
4. Tennis in Goomalling c 1938
5. Students at Goomalling School ????
6. Goomalling State School 1906. A new school opened in 1955.
7. Streetscape. 1925. Forrest St taken from the water tower. Note the motor vehicle and horse 

drawn wagon.
8. Streetscape. 1924/25. Railway Terrace – the main street of Goomalling.
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