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In order to set the scene for much of the development of Mosman Park, it is necessary 
to step slightly further back than the defined scope of 100 years.   
 
In 1900, the population of Buckland Hill was estimated to be 1,200. Settlement was 
mostly clustered near the railway line with some houses near the river. The Swan 
River continued to be a busy transport corridor until after World War II with regular 
services up and down the river. In 1904, a jetty and boathouse were constructed at the 
location of the present day Mosman Bay Tearooms. Apart from a method of transport, 
the river provided a place for recreation, relaxation and food as the fish population was 
plentiful throughout the majority of the 20th century.  
 
In 1905, gas streetlights were installed in the main streets of Buckland Hill and in 1906 
the Buckland Hill Infants School opened on the corner of Solomon and Victoria Streets 
following a petition to the State government. In the next year the Presentation Sisters 
established their convent school Iona in ‘Buckland House’ the former home of Dr 
Adamson. This building provided a location for the needs of the Roman Catholic 
community in Mosman Park.  
 
In 1908, businessman and entrepreneur Thomas Molloy provided another service to 
the growing community when he built the two-storey ‘Oceanic Hotel’ on the corner of 
Glyde and Keane Streets. The Oceanic Hotel catered particularly for families taking 
seaside holidays. Families particularly from the agricultural areas were regular guests 
at this hotel and in similar hotels in Cottesloe. The attraction of the location as a 
destination for holidaymakers was probably a significant factor in the decision to 
rename the district ‘Cottesloe Beach’ in 1908.  

 
Oceanic Hotel, 1925  
Courtesy The Grove Library, image 
CPM01232.  

In the early 1900s, local businesses 
were quick to sense the growing 
need for services adjacent to the 
railway station and several 
commercial properties were built on 
Mason Street (later Stirling Highway) 
near Glyde Street. This strip of retail 
shops expanded in the next two 

decades.  

 
 



View of Mosman Park shops on Stirling Highway, 1930s.  
Courtesy The Grove Library, image CPM01\CPM01419  
 
(1910S-1950S)  
The location of relatively cheap undeveloped land close to the railway line, the port of 
Fremantle and a local workforce made the future Town of Mosman Park attractive for 
industry. Several industries were established in the district in the period just before 
World War One.  
 
In 1910, the Mt Lyell Chemical Works built a fertilizer factory on the stretch of land 
near the foreshore west of Minim Cove. Two years later in 1912, the WA Rope and 
Twine Company was established at premises near the present day junction of Stirling 
Highway and Boundary Road. These two factories provided work for many local 
residents and were an incentive for many to relocate to the district.  
 
The building and maintenance of roads in the district was the responsibility of the 
Roads Board and they had on ongoing problem keeping the limestone roads 
trafficable for the mostly horse drawn vehicles. Heavy rain would wash away the 
limestone during winter and in summer; dust was a constant problem which was 
minimised with regular watering. It was not until the 1920s that bitumen surfaces were 
common in Mosman Park.  
 
Like most communities the Mosman Park district saw many young men volunteer for 
service during World War One and not return. Those remaining took on extra work 
where possible and kept their community together. As part of the war effort the 
commonwealth government built a naval signal station on Buckland Hill, which saw 
the beginning of a long involvement between the military, and this location.  
 
At the end of World War One the community began to rebuild and enjoy a period of 
prosperity. On the river foreshore new tearooms were built for the many locals and 
visitors who relaxed and enjoyed the sheltered river shallows. In 1919, the ‘Swim 



through Mosman’s’ annual swimming event began. Adjacent to the tearooms the land 
known as ‘Samson’s Paddock’ was subdivided for sale as residential lots in 1920 and 
the first war service homes were built on the corner of Kalgoorlie and Glyde Streets.  
 
In 1921, the Cottesloe Beach Town Hall was completed and the event was marked 
with a free picture night for ratepayers. The hall was the regular location for social 
occasions in the 1920s and 1930s and weekly picture shows were a favourite. In the 
1930s, cinema became very popular across the globe and the styling of cinemas in 
the art deco style was very common. The town hall was redesigned to accommodate a 
cinema in the main hall in 1939 and the façade was remodelled to the prevailing style. 
The place functioned as a cinema until the 1960s and in recent years the gardens 
have been opened for regular open air screenings. The town hall was also used as the 
administration offices of the road board until the new administration centre was built in 
1965 within the Memorial Park.  
 
 

 
Memorial Hall, 1939  
Courtesy The Grove Library, image CPM02240  
 
The increasing population of Mosman Park and the surrounding districts is 
demonstrated by the decision to build a reservoir on Buckland Hill in 1924. Access to 
fresh water had been an ongoing problem for the residents and the reservoir was 
necessary for the growth of the community.  
 
In the 1920s other denominations established places of worship in the district. In 1920, 
the Salvation Army built a citadel in Glyde Street and in 1929; the Mosman Park 
Methodist Church constructed a church in Willis Street.  In 1926, St Barnabas Hall on 



the corner of Solomon and Wellington Streets was built by the Anglican Church to 
serve their parishioners.  
 
The growth in the popularity of the automobile for personal use became obvious in the 
1920s with the establishment of the first service station on the corner of Willis Street 
and Stirling Highway. Consistent with this trend was the construction of the assembly 
plant by General Motors Holden on the corner of Buckland Avenue and Victoria 
Avenue. The demand for cars escalated through the 1920s until the decline in the 
1930s brought on by the Great Depression. The district was attractive to 
manufacturers due to its location near the railway line and the port of Fremantle.  
Other industries found the district desirable and in 1928, the Colonial Sugar Company 
began the construction of their Western Australian refinery at Point Roe. At this time 
still a very remote location that provided difficulties for the workers and their families.  
 

 
Colonial Sugar Refinery, 
1930.  
Courtesy the Grove Library 
 
 
Alongside the new 
industries in the district 
the old industries of 
quarrying and lime 
burning continued to 
provide a living for hardy 
workers.  
 
 
 
 

 Limekilns, c1920.  
Courtesy The Grove Library, image CPM01\CPM01447  
 

The decades of quarrying 
around Buckland Hill provided 
a unique landscape for a 
specific sporting event. The 
'Harley Scramble' motorbike 
race occurred annually 
between 1928 and 1964 
(excluding the war years). 
The disused quarries bush 
and limestone cliffs made a 
challenging course that 
attracted many competitors 
and large audiences and was 
a major event for the district.  

 
  



Harley Scramble, 1964 
Courtesy of The Grove Library, CPM00186 
 

 
 
In the 1930s, Mosman Park suffered during the Depression years as did all 
communities. The employers in the district such as the General Motors Holden had to 
cut back on staff. Residential sales of land plummeted with few lots purchased away 
from the main streets. Some families lived rough near Billy Goat Farm and around 
Chidley Point. Living in tents or crude shelters, they caught fish and made do with 
whatever could be sourced locally. It was a tough time with no government 
unemployment benefit, but sustenance work was organised by the government for 
able-bodied men who could not find work and married men with children were given 
priority. This ‘sustenance work’ saw many of the roads resurfaced in Mosman Park 
with limestone.  
 
In 1931, St Hilda’s Girls School moved to its current location between Palmerston 
Street and Bay View Terrace. The school provided for boarders and day girls and 
since then the campus has expanded to include nearby property.  
 
In 1934, the Buckland Hill Roads Board held a committee meeting to determine the 
future of the park located between Bay View Terrace and Palmerston Street. 
Representatives from local branches of the Returned Servicemen's League and the 
Horticultural Society were present. It was decided that those present would form a 
Park Committee and set about financing and organising the transformation of the land 
from a Reserve to a Soldiers Memorial Park.  
 
In August 1934, Norfolk Island Pines were planted in Memorial Park on Arbour Day in 
memory of fallen servicemen. The planting of the trees was a community event, and 
was undertaken by people whom had either lost a relative or who had known 
someone killed in World War One. The trees were donated by families and groups 
within the district. Gates were later installed at the entrance to the park and a rose 
garden was established in 1938.  
 



After World War Two when again the community suffered losses the park was in need 
of repair and community busy bees and fundraising events enabled the necessary 
repairs to be undertaken. In 1952, a rotunda which honoured those lives lost during 
World War II was erected. The Memorial Park is a central focus for the community and 
was a logical location for the new administration offices built in 1965.  

 
 View of the gates to Memorial Park, 1935.  
Courtesy The Grove Library, image 
CPM01127  
 
In 1934, the reservoir on Buckland 
Hill was enlarged to serve the 
growing population and the old 
memorial was retained within the 
reservoir on a new platform. Finally 
in 1936, the district was connected 
to deep sewerage.  
 
During World War II, many locals 
volunteered to serve with the AIF. 

The community took on a slightly different appearance with air raid shelters, paint 
darkened windows and economies in dress and lifestyle. Some of the businesses in 
Mosman Park gained additional work, the GMH factory took on the manufacture of air 
craft wings in its large open factory. Many service people were visible in Mosman Park 
as the military took compulsorily acquired Buckland Hill in 1941 and constructed 
Leighton Battery, a complex of tunnels, gun emplacements and ancillary buildings. 
The Army occupied the western slopes of Buckland Hill and the Navy established a 
rest-and-recreation centre along Boundary Road.  In 1948, the Army purchased the 
western area of Buckland Hill, which it had been occupying, from the University of 
Western Australia.  
 
From 1950, Leighton Battery was used for regular Army training and from 1952 by the 
Citizen Military Force which was a significant part of the National Service Scheme. 
The development of air power and of more advanced weapons and tactics resulted in 
coastal defence becoming obsolete. The facilities at Leighton Battery were dismantled 
and the guns and other equipment were sold for scrap in 1963. The Army continued to 
use facilities at Leighton Battery until 1979. When the Army left the battery, the tunnels 
were closed by bulldozing the entrances and the site now operates as a military 
museum. 
 
(1950S-PRESENT)  
Following World War II, Western Australia entered a period economic prosperity. This 
was a result of a number of international, national and local factors that led to better 
incomes and opportunities. At the same time Australia was the destination for many 
European migrants and coupled with the ‘baby boom’, the 1950s and 1960s saw a 
rapid population increase. Accommodating these people was difficult when building 
materials and skilled tradespeople were in short supply. In the late 1940s and 1950s 
the State Housing Commission began an extensive building program throughout the 
state with many homes allocated to Returned Servicemen and their families. A large 
number of war homes were built in Mosman Park. Houses in the vicinity of Samson 
and Jameson Streets are representative of this type of construction.  



 

  

No.3 Manning Street. The first home built after World War 2. Courtesy The Grove Library, image 
CPM00329 

 
These new homes brought many more people into the district and placed greater 
demands on facilities and services. A kindergarten opened in 1947 and in the 1950s 
the primary school underwent major additions. The private schools, Iona and St 
Hilda’s also underwent additions during this period to cope with the demand for 
schooling.  
 
As the district grew the local government services had to develop to cope with the 
many new residents. In 1961, the district of Buckland Hill became the Shire of 
Mosman Park and the following year was designated as the Town of Mosman Park. In 
1965, new local government offices were built within the Memorial Gardens relocating 
from the no longer adequate offices within the Memorial Hall.  
 
In 1963, a major portion of the land surrounding Buckland Hill was reallocated for use 
for residential use and by the 1970s homes were being established on the slopes of 
Buckland Hill.  

The 1960s saw an unprecedented rise in the construction of flats in Mosman Park. A 
sequence of planning decisions that were later amended saw a decade of high density 
residential development which evoked public discontent. 

With the increase in state housing and the boom in flat construction the character of 
the district changed significantly in the post war period. In addition, to the changes in 
housing many of the industries which had been emblematic of the district relocated or 
closed down.  

The last quarry in the district closed down in 1961 and in 1969 the fertiliser factory 
CSBP, formerly Mt Lyell, closed their factory. In 1973, the GMH assembly plant closed 
down with its last car assembled in August 1972. 



The last car assembled in 
Mosman Park, August 
1972.  

Courtesy The Grove 
Library, image CPM01497 

The late 1960s a trend 
began which saw 
many luxury homes 
built on the cliffs 
overlooking the Swan 
River and a distinct 
transition from 
industrial to residential 
zoning changed not 
only the land use, but 

also more gradually, the social profile of the suburb.. Improved engineering skills 
contributed to this trend but the desirability of land adjacent to the river began to 
escalate land prices in these difficult sites. This development of the cliffs in Mosman 
Park has continued with a particular resurgence in the 1980s when land in the Chine 
underwent massive earthworks to enable construction of residences on previously 
inaccessible sites. 

In 1984, the Army relinquished their land at Buckland Hill and in 1988 the land was 
sold to a private developer. The developers funded the removal of rubble from the 
tunnels and one gun emplacement, the reconstruction of the tunnel entrances, 
removal of graffiti and the installation of electrical services. In 1991, a reserve was 
created for public recreation which included the tunnels and access. Residential 
subdivision of a large portion of the land went ahead during the 1980s despite protests 
from a significant number of local residents known as the ‘Buckland Hill Action Group’. 
The restored Leighton Battery was officially opened, under that name, on Saturday 29 
November 1997 by His Excellency Major General Michael Jeffery AO MC Governor of 
Western Australia. In 1999, Leighton Battery was included on the State Register of 
Heritage Places.  

Another site provoked community response against further development. In 1986, a 
fire destroyed Smith’s boatshed and tearooms located in Mosman Bay. The decision 
to rebuild a restaurant on the site was not welcomed by all members of the community 
however, despite public action and vigorous lobbying the new building was erected in 
1987. 



  
Protest over the rebuilding of the tearooms, 1986.  

Courtesy The Grove Library, image CPM01143 

The community and physical form of Mosman Park continues to evolve and change. 
Mosman Park is today home to an unusually economically diverse population: a 
unique profile greatly shaped by its industrial past.  

 

Mosman Park Resources: 

Settling the Western Suburbs: https://itunes.apple.com/au/book/settling-the-western-
suburbs/id936555651?mt=11 

Images: http://www.photosau.com.au/thegrovelibrary/scripts/home.asp 

Stories: https://mosmanpark.wordpress.com/ 

Mosman	  Park	  Heritage	  Trail:	  
https://www.mosmanpark.wa.gov.au/community/local-‐history/the-‐mosman-‐park-‐
heritage-‐trail	  

	  

 


