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Year 3 History - Western Australians in World War 1
Community and Remembrance

Curriculum links 

Key concepts Sources Cause and effect Significance Perspective

Key Inquiry 
Questions

What is the nature of the contribution made by different groups and individuals in the 
community?
How and why do people choose to remember significant events of the past?

Historical 
Knowledge

Days celebrated or commemorated in Australia (including ANZAC Day) and the 
importance of symbols and emblems.

Historical skills Chronology, terms 
and concepts 
Sequence historical 
people and events
Use historical terms

Historical questions 
and research 
Pose a range of 
questions about the 
past

Analysis and use  
of sources
Identify sources
Identify different 
points of view

Explanation and 
communication
Develop texts, 
particularly 
narratives
Use a range of 
communication 
forms (oral, graphic, 
written) and digital 
technologies

Achievement 
standard

By the end of Year 3, students explain how communities changed in the past. They describe 
the experiences of an individual or group. They identify events and aspects of the past that 
have significance in the present.
Students sequence events and people (their lifetime) in chronological order, with reference 
to key dates. They pose questions about the past and locate information from sources 
(written, physical, visual, oral) to answer these questions. Students develop texts, including 
narratives, using terms denoting time.

Teaching and 
learning sequence

This series of lessons introduces students to primary and secondary sources associated 
with World War I and to the experiences of the first Western Australian soldiers who 
volunteered to fight in the war. A range of sources including film, photographs, diaries, 
military records and newspaper articles provide snapshots of the training and journey 
taken by these men who were to begin their war on the Gallipoli Peninsula, and become 
our ANZACs. These lessons will guide students to ask questions about the soldiers and the 
significance of their experiences and, through this process, discover why we commemorate 
them. 
Lesson set 1 Symbols and emblems
Lesson set 2 Flags as symbols
Lesson set 3 Western Australians join the war
Lesson set 4 Let’s find out...asking questions
Lesson set 5 Let’s find out ... using sources

Links to other 
Learning Areas

All the ideas included in these lesson sets have very strong links to English, especially 
literacy requirements.
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=H&t=Terms
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=H&t=Significance
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=H&t=Terms
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Lesson set  1 - Symbols and emblems 
Information
The use of the red poppy as a symbol of remembrance of those who lost their lives in war began during World 
War I. The sea of poppies which were placed around the Tower of London from 4 August 2014 show the 
importance of the poppy as a commemorative symbol to mark the centenary of the start of World War I. John 
McCrae’s poem “In Flanders Fields” popularised the red poppy as a symbol of remembrance of the millions 
of soldiers who died in World War I and subsequent wars, especially in Commonwealth countries.

Task
You may choose to start this task by using a stop sign or a give way sign to introduce symbols. A range of 
road signage using red to symbolise danger can be found at:
http://www.shutterstock.com/s/no+entry/search.html
The following You tube clips show the growing sea of poppies around the Tower of London and provide 
information about this  British centenary project.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrU3MhOwNjU (visuals of the sea of poppies around the Tower of 
London)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhiKD6YjUvg (Provides an explanation of the symbolism of the poppies 
and the historical connection of the Tower of London to World War I).

At this point each students can be instructed how to make a poppy from crepe or tissue paper. The finished 
poppy could be placed on a card or have a tag attached to it on which the students have written several 
sentences on the symbolism of the poppy. For instructions on how to make a poppy, type the following words 
into your search engine:  ‘Make your own poppy - Australian War Memorial’.

Resources:
This link may also be useful for making the poppy.
http://www.moms-holiday-craft-ideas.com/Memorial_Day_Poppy_project.html
The following sites provide renditions of the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6BlOkpdkg8 (Images and recitation)
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-flanders-fields.htm (the words)
There are many other symbols and emblems relating to the Australians in war. The ‘Rising sun’ badge and 
slouch hat are significant symbols of the Australian Army. For information on these see symbols Teacher 
Resource 1 

http://www.shutterstock.com/s/no+entry/search.html
http://www.shutterstock.com/s/no+entry/search.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrU3MhOwNjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhiKD6YjUvg
http://www.moms-holiday-craft-ideas.com/Memorial_Day_Poppy_project.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6BlOkpdkg8
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-flanders-fields.htm
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR1_symbols_of_war.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR1_symbols_of_war.pdf
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Lesson set  2 - Flags as symbols  

Information
Begin with a discussion of the symbols used in the Australian flag (see resources below). Flags were 
important in representing the countries involved in World War I. The Allies in the war and the countries 
that Australia supported included: Great Britain, France, Russia, Serbia, Belgium and Japan. From 1907 to 
1914 Britain, France and Russia were called the Triple Entente [Alliance]. Nations that were once colonies 
of Britain also joined this alliance when the war began. These countries included Australia, Canada, South 
Africa, India and Malaya. They were the imperial forces, or forces of the empire.

The countries that were enemies of Great Britain and Australia during World War I included Germany, 
Austria Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria. Earlier Germany, Austria Hungary  and Italy were called the Central 
Powers or Triple Alliance.

Task
The students are given a country and instructed to find the flag that country used in 1914 and describe the 
symbols on the flag. Students are then to draw the flag and locate the country on a world map. Alternatively, 
the students can draw and colour the flag on a cut-out of the shape of the country it symbolises. The flags 
could then be formed into a jigsaw map of the world. The flags created by the students could also be grouped 
in a display showing the allies and enemies of Australia in World War I.

Resources
For information about the symbols on the Australian flag see
http://www.itsanhonour.gov.au/symbols/flag.cfm
http://loeser.us/flags/wwi.html
http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~worldwarone/WWI/Flags/index.html

‘Well Done Australia’ postcard (1918). WWI-era Australian postcard congratulating Australia on winning the 
war. Includes Union Jack and Australian Red Ensign.  
Wikimedia commons: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%27Well_Done_Australia%27_postcard.jpg

The BBC site below provides more ideas on the use combatants’ flags:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25580838

This website has information on British symbols
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/symbols.html

http://www.itsanhonour.gov.au/symbols/flag.cfm
http://loeser.us/flags/wwi.html
http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~worldwarone/WWI/Flags/index.html
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%27Well_Done_Australia%27_postcard.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25580838
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/symbols.html
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Lesson set  3 - Western Australian troops join the war in 1914 
Lesson 1  

Information
Show the short film “World War I Western Australian troops depart Fremantle” The link is included here. 
This 6 minute secondary source focuses on the Western Australian men who volunteered to join the 
Australian Imperial Forces in August and September 1914. From a range of backgrounds they formed the 
11th Battalion, the 8th Battery of the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade and the 3rd Field Ambulance and departed 
Fremantle on 31 October 1914 in the HMAT Ascanius and HMAT Medic. These men were among the 
soldiers who fought at ANZAC Cove on 25 April, 1915. To clarify the language used in the film there are 
definitions of the historical terms in Teacher Resource 2.

Lesson 1 Task
The students can match the terms from the film with their meaning and build a World War I Word Wall. 
Students will be able to add words to this wall throughout their study of the war.

From the information in the film students could complete a map of the journey taken by the troops from 
Fremantle to Gallipoli (The stages were: Fremantle, Colombo, Aden, Suez Canal, Alexandria in Egypt, 
Lemnos Island  and the Gallipoli Peninsula). 

Using images or the names of the locations on the voyage already mapped by the  students, they could 
complete a task of sequencing the main events in World War I from earliest to latest.

Lesson 1 Resources
Detailed information on the stages of the journey from Fremantle to Gallipoli is provided in the Teachers’ 
Handbook included with this resource.
For ideas on how to sequence the voyage from Fremantle to Gallipoli and the main stages of World War I See 
Teacher Resource 3
The Western section of the map included below could be used 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_map#mediaviewer/File:BlankMap-World-162E-flat.svg

http://vimeo.com/103113524
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR2_Historical_terms_used_in_the_film.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Teachers_handbook_overview.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Teachers_handbook_overview.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR3_Sequencing_the_journey_to_war.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_map#mediaviewer/File:BlankMap-World-162E-flat.svg
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Showing their colours - symbols of the 11th Battalion and the 8th Battery
Lesson 2  

Information
From early in the war each military unit wore their own colour patch to be distinguished from other units. 
The patches were worn on the sleeve, about 2.5 cm from the shoulder.  The colour patches usually included 
just two colours.  Show the students the colour patches which were used by the 11th Infantry Battalion and 
the 8th Battery of the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade. 

11th Infantry  Battalion
Worn as a distinguishing unit indication at the head of each sleeve from early 1915.

8th Field Artillery Battery (Western Australia) of the 3rd Field Artillery  Brigade.

Lesson 2 Task
Students can use the colour patches to create flags for either the 11th Battalion or the 8th Field Artillery 
Battery. If you are participating in the commemorations on the 30th and 31st of October 2014 the students 
could wave their hand-made flags at the re-enactment.

Alternatively, the class could create individual posters or collages (either in hard copy or online) in which 
they use the symbols such as the colour patches, rising sun, slouch hat and other significant symbols relating 
to World War I. They could also include information, either as illustrations or in words, from the film “World 
War 1 Western Australian troops depart Fremantle”. For example the students could include sketches of the 
tents from Blackboy Hill camp, AIF uniforms, the troop ships, the pyramids in Egypt, and the names of 
locations such as Lemnos and Gallipoli Peninsula. To support this task you could enlarge, copy and display 
several of the photographs provided in the Teachers’ Handbook which show Blackboy Hill camp, the 
soldiers in uniform and the troop ships. 

Lesson 2 Resources
For information on the history and variations in the colour patches see:
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/uniform/colourpatches_history/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Colour_Patches_of_the_Australian_Army

http://htawa.net.au/files/Teachers_handbook_overview.pdf
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/uniform/colourpatches_history
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Colour_Patches_of_the_Australian_Army
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Lesson set  4 - Let’s find out  - asking questions
Now that you have motivated and built the context of World War I, Lesson sets 4 and 5 provide ideas on 
how to assist your students to find out about some of the experiences of the Western Australian soldiers who 
were among the first to volunteer, train and depart for the war.  Year 3 students are required to ask relevant 
questions, identify sources of information and develop texts from this information. The information, tasks 
and resources provided in Lesson sets 4 and 5 will assist the students to find out about individual soldiers to 
help them answer the question:  
Why do we commemorate Western Australian soldiers who fought at Gallipoli?

Information
Show a series of images of Blackboy Hill camp on the white board. There are several photographs of the 
Blackboy Hill camp in the Teachers’ Handbook. For example:
Tent lines at Blackboy Hill Camp at Midland Junction 
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/A02874/
Western Australia. AIF trainees being inoculated at Blackboy Hill Camp.
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/H16152/
The 11th Battalion marching out of Blackboy Hill camp where they have been training
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P08644.002

Task
Use the Visible Thinking routine: ‘See, Think, Wonder’ to encourage students to ask questions about what 
they see in the photographs.  Information on this Visible Thinking routine can be found at:
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03c_Core_routines/
SeeThinkWonder/SeeThinkWonder_Routine.html

Encourage students to ask questions such as:
What do I see? (information from the students could include: Rows of tents, men in uniform, wearing 
leggings (puttees), different hats, many trees, sandy earth, people watching them march out of the camp).

What do I Wonder about Blackboy Hill camp? For example: Why did the soldiers have injections? What 
sort of training did they do at the camp? Were the tents comfortable? How many soldiers were staying there? 
What did they eat?  Were they allowed to have visitors?  What were they carrying in their white bags? How 
did they travel to Fremantle?

What do I want to know about the soldiers and the war? Encourage students to use what, where, why, how 
and when questions eg  Where did they go after the camp? What was it like travelling by ship to the war? 
What happened in Egypt? How did they feel about going to fight Turkish people at Gallipoli? Why did they 
fight the Turks? Why do we remember them? 

Resources
The students can be encouraged to ask further questions if you refer to the following question matrix based 
on Bloom’s taxonomy. See http://56mps2011.wikispaces.com/file/view/Question+matrix.pdf

http://htawa.net.au/files/Teachers_handbook_overview.pdf
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/A02874
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/H16152
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P08644.002
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03c_Core_routines/SeeThinkWonder/SeeThinkWonder_Routine.html
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03c_Core_routines/SeeThinkWonder/SeeThinkWonder_Routine.html
http://56mps2011.wikispaces.com/file/view/Question+matrix.pdf
matrix.pdf
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Lesson set  5 - Let’s find out  - using sources

The image on this postcard is the HMAT Medic. The men whose names are on the card were among the 
first Western Australian soldiers to leave for the war on this troop ship, the HMAT Medic and the HMAT 
Ascanius.

Information (using the postcard of the HMAT Medic)
Postcards were a very common form of communication up until the 1950s - now emails and text messages 
have taken over. There were millions of postcards produced for birthdays, Christmas, New Year messages, 
and just to keep in touch with family and loved ones. During World War I famous artists were employed to 
design postcards which were used for purposes of propaganda, to raise money for the war effort, to mock 
the enemy, celebrate victory and encourage patriotism. The link here provides examples of postcards from 
Europe during World War I.
http://www.firstworldwar.com/photos/postcards.htm
Students may design a postcard using the colours of the 11th Battalion or 8th Battery of the 3rd Field Infantry 
and include a farewell message to these men leaving for war.
Display a large image of the HMAT Medic postcard on the whiteboard and encourage students to try to 
decipher the letters and/or names on the postcard. Have the students wonder about what happened to these 
men. You can then identify William Annear, who signed his name at the top of the postcard, slightly to the 
right of centre. Information about William Annear’s enlistment and war experiences can be revealed to the 
students by using the web links provided in Teacher Resource 4.

Task
Encourage the students to ask questions about the experiences of individual soldiers and think of reasons 
why we commemorate them. Themes to help students develop questions about the experiences of Western 
Australian soldiers could include:
The story of an individual soldier in the war (See Teacher Resource 6 which includes websites to help 
students find information on the men from the Medic postcard and other Western Australians who left from 
Fremantle in the two troop ships)
Training at Blackboy Hill camp - life in the camp, training?
The sea voyage and training in Egypt- how long was the voyage? What was life like on the ship? What 
adventures did they have on the ships? What did they do in Egypt? 
Gallipoli April to December 1915 What was the it like for the soldiers when they landed on Gallipoli? What 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/photos/postcards.htm
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR4_What_happened_to_Captain_Annear.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR6_Names_on_Medic_postcard_and_more.pdf


WESTERN AUSTRALIA AT WAR 1914 | Year 3: Lesson Sequence

10

happened at Gallipoli? What was their food, shelter and hygiene like? What diseases did they catch?  How 
successful was their withdrawal from the peninsula? 
Were there nurses to look after them? What happened to the animals such as horses that the soldiers took 
with them to the war? 
Where did the ANZACs go after they left Gallipoli in December 1915?
Groups could share questions and write out the best questions on these themes. Teacher guidance will be 
required to help the students to sort out their questions and to provide relevant and appropriate sources.
Students will then use information from sources (images, biographies, web links, books) to answer their 
set of questions. As part of their research journey they will be encouraged to think about the feelings of the 
soldiers, as well as the reasons why we remember them on special days such as ANZAC Day.
The students draw together information and begin planning their presentation.
Presentation stage - Students are to develop texts, particularly stories about the soldier or the aspect of the 
war they have researched. The students could present the information in a range of ways, such as: a group 
story book on several soldiers, an ANZAC Wall, the story of Western Australian soldiers at Gallipoli, an 
illustrated journey to war, a museum display of a soldier’s life at war, a short diary, song about a soldier , a 
picture book about a family member who was in World War I etc.
To provide an authentic experience for your students the results of their research could be used in a library 
display, Remembrance or ANZAC Day commemoration, presentation to parents such as a play or museum 
display.

Resources
Two resources which will help build context and facilitate student inquiry learning are:
Teacher Resource 5A You may choose to read sections from the Diary of Frederick Forrest. Historical terms 
used in the diary are defined in Teacher Resource 5B.

Teacher Resource 6 provides a guide to online information on some soldiers who embarked on the Medic 
and Ascanius. You may want to print out information from Resource 6 for your students to use.
A document entitled the ‘Inquiry process’ can be downloaded from the link on right hand side of the 
following page:
http://achistoryunits.edu.au/teaching-history/historical-skills/teachhist-skills.html

http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR5A_Extract_Frederick_Forrest_Diary.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR5B_Historical_terms_from_Forrests_diary.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR6_Names_on_Medic_postcard_and_more.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr3_TR6_Names_on_Medic_postcard_and_more.pdf
http://achistoryunits.edu.au/teaching-history/historical-skills/teachhist-skills.html
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