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Year 6 History - Australia as a nation 
Significant events and people in the early twentieth century

Curriculum links 

Key concepts Sources
Significance

Cause and effect Continuity and 
change

Empathy

Key Inquiry 
Questions

•	 How did Australian society change throughout the twentieth century?
•	 What contribution have significant individuals and groups made to the 

development of Australian society?

Historical 
Knowledge

Experiences of Australian democracy and 
citizenship

The contribution of individuals and 
groups, including Aboriginal people and/
or Torres Strait Islanders and migrants, to 
the development of Australian society

Historical skills Chronology, terms 
and concepts 
Sequence historical 
people and events. 
Use historical terms 
and concepts

Historical 
questions and 
research 
Identify questions 
to inform an 
historical inquiry 
Identify and locate 
a range of relevant 
sources

Analysis and use of 
sources 
Locate information 
related to inquiry 
questions in a range 
of sources.  
Compare 
information from a 
range of sources
Perspectives and 
interpretations
Identify points of 
view in the past and 
present

Explanation and 
communication 
Develop texts, 
particularly 
narratives and 
descriptions, which 
incorporate source 
materials. 
Use a range of 
communication 
forms (oral, graphic, 
written) and digital 
technologies 

Achievement 
standard

By the end of Year 6, students identify change and continuity and describe the causes 
and effects of change on society. They compare the different experiences of people in 
the past. They explain the significance of an individual and group.
Students sequence events and people (their lifetime) in chronological order, and 
represent time by creating timelines. When researching, students develop questions to 
frame an historical inquiry. They identify a range of sources and locate and compare 
information to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to identify and 
describe points of view. Students develop texts, particularly narratives and descriptions. 
In developing these texts and organising and presenting their information, they use 
historical terms and concepts and incorporate relevant sources.
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Teaching 
and learning 
sequence

Summary of lesson sequence 
This sequence of lessons comes after the study of Federation and Australia’s place within 
the British Empire. In 1914 Australians were British citizens, many were migrants 
from Britain and as a Constitutional Monarchy, the King of England was the head of 
the nation. This political, social, economic and military commitment to the “mother 
country” forms the context of this series of lessons. This resource provides teaching 
and learning strategies to develop an understanding of West Australians who joined the 
Australian Imperial Forces in the early months of World War I and were amongst the 
first to depart Australia for war. They were among the ANZACs who landed at Gallipoli 
and those who survived joined the Allies on the Western Front. 
This series of lessons will assist in developing an understanding of the importance 
of World War I in the emergence of Australia as a nation and the significance of 
individuals and groups at the time. The activities also build an understanding of 
sequencing and research skills as well as use of historical sources in developing 
narratives about the past. 
The lesson sets are sequenced to assist the students through the stages of an extended 
historical inquiry. Lesson sets 1, 2 and 3 focus on contextualising the war, using primary 
sources and developing inquiry questions. Lesson sets 4 and 5 support the research and 
presentation stages of the inquiry. Lesson sets 1 to 3 can be used as discrete lessons to 
develop historical skills. 
Lesson set 1  Australia and the Empire at war
Lesson set 2  Forrest’s diary , mapping and sequencing history
Lesson set 3  Use of images 
Lesson set 4  Research a significant individual or group
Lesson set 5  Sharing your discoveries
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Lesson set  1 - Who were they?
Making Music at Blackboy Hill camp, 1914 (Asking historical questions)

A jovial 182 Private Leonard Darcy and 189 Private John Pratley of the 
3rd Australian Field Ambulance, making music with frying pans and 
kitchen utensils at Blackboy Hill camp, WA. 
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/A03353/

This photograph could be used to initiate student questions about World 
War I.
Use the Visible thinking routine:  Think, Puzzle, Explore
See:
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_
ThinkingRoutines/03d_UnderstandingRoutines/ThinkPuzzleExplore/
ThinkPuzzleExplore_Routine.html
or use a Y chart to encourage students to imagine what the camp looks 
like, sounds like and feels like for these men.

What can you see in the photograph? - white tents, uniforms, legs strapped, trees, people in the background, 
two men having fun.
What do you think you know about this topic?
This helps to connect with students’ understanding of the photograph and, after discussion, World War I.
What questions or puzzles do you have?
The students can be encouraged to ask a range of questions by giving them a question matrix based on 
Bloom’s taxonomy. See http://56mps2011.wikispaces.com/file/view/Question+matrix.pdf
What was Blackboy Hill camp? When did it start?
Why are these men at the camp?
Where were they from?
What was the 3rd Australian Field Ambulance?
Why were they wearing a uniform?
How can you explore this topic?
How can I find out about these two men at the camp? 
The teacher can model or take the children through the process of finding out more about one of the men in 
the photograph. Leonard Darcy.
Who was Leonard Darcy? Teacher Resource 1 (provides resources to help explore the image)

Motivation and building the historical context
The students are now starting to focus on the key Year 6 inquiry questions: What contribution have 
significant individuals and groups made to the development of Australian society? and How did Australian 
society change throughout the twentieth century?
A document entitled the ‘Inquiry process’ can be distributed to the students at this stage. The link to the 
document is on the right hand side of the following page:
http://achistoryunits.edu.au/teaching-history/historical-skills/teachhist-skills.html

http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/A03353
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03d_UnderstandingRoutines/ThinkPuzzleExplore/ThinkPuzzleExplore_Routine.html
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03d_UnderstandingRoutines/ThinkPuzzleExplore/ThinkPuzzleExplore_Routine.html
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03d_UnderstandingRoutines/ThinkPuzzleExplore/ThinkPuzzleExplore_Routine.html
http://56mps2011.wikispaces.com/file/view/Question+matrix.pdf
http://56mps2011.wikispaces.com/file/view/Question+matrix.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR1_Historical_detectives_Leonard_Darcy.pdf
http://achistoryunits.edu.au/teaching-history/historical-skills/teachhist-skills.html
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1. To further build a contextual understanding of World War I a visit to the Army Museum in Fremantle 
will provide information and artefacts relating to war technology, uniforms, transport, Western 
Australian soldiers, conditions in the trenches etc. 

2. To increase engagement through personal connection encourage the students to ask their parents or 
grandparents about family members who may have served in World War I; or if there are photographs 
and artefacts from the war in the family. With permission the artefacts or photographs of the artefacts 
could be displayed in your classroom.

3. Use the maps referred to in Teacher Resource 2 to introduce students to the European Alliances in 1914. 
Students can complete the blank map of Europe on the eve of World War I. See Student Resource 1
The maps completed by the students should include: 
•	 the names of the Entente and Alliance powers in Europe and the Middle East  
•	 the names of British, French and German colonies in the space provided below the map provided in 

Student Resource 1
•	 a clear heading, a colourful key and north point.
Discussion questions: Why did Australia go to war with Germany on 4th August 1914? Where does 
Australia fit into the European war? 

4. Construct a class timeline of events both in Australia and overseas from 1901 to 1920 to include the 
following:
Federation (1901), Australian Universal [military] Service Scheme (1909), Britain and Australia 
declaration of war on Germany (August 1914), Training in Egypt (December 1914 to March 1915), 
landing at Gallipoli (April 1915), withdrawal from Gallipoli (December 1915), Battles on the Western 
Front and in Palestine (1916 - 1918), the Armistice to end World War I (November 1918), Treaty of 
Versailles (1919), Spanish influenza epidemic (1918-1919). 
Create group timelines, using a clear heading, an accurate scale (i.e. 1 cm represents 1 year would be 
suitable for individual timelines. For a timeline to be adhered to the classroom wall use a larger scale,  
such as 24cm represents 1 year. Groups of students can then complete a section of the timeline (for 
example 1901 to 1909, 1910 to 1914, 1915, 1916 to 1918, 1919 to 1920). Students could also research 
information on the events included on the timeline and add other events to their section, as well as 
illustrations. Further information to add to the timeline can be found in the Teachers’ Handbook.

http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR2_mapping_the_WorldWar_1_allies.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_SR1_Blank_Map_Europeanalliances_WWI.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_SR1_Blank_Map_Europeanalliances_WWI.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Teachers_handbook_overview.pdf
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Lesson set  2 - Using sources, sequencing historical events and developing questions 
to build the historical context
i.  Show the ABC film “Western Australians in 1914”. (See http://vimeo.com/103113524 ) 

This 6 minute secondary source focuses on the Western Australian men who volunteered to join the 
Australian Imperial Forces in August and September 1914. From a range of backgrounds they formed 
the 11th Battalion, the 8th Battery of the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade and the 3rd Field Ambulance which 
departed Fremantle on 31 October 1914 in the HMAT Ascanius and HMAT Medic. These men were 
among the soldiers who fought at ANZAC Cove on 25 April 1915.
Encourage your students to write down questions while watching the film. For example:
What is a Battalion? 
What role did the 11th Battalion, 3rd Field Artillery, 3rd Field Ambulance have in the war? 
Were the troop ships Ascanius and Medic comfortable, crowded, was the food good, what diseases did 
soldiers suffer on board? 
What was it like for these men to travel on these ships to war? 
How did they train for war? 
What weapons did they have?
How did they communicate with their families? 
Where did they fight? 
Were they killed or wounded ? Did they survive the war?

ii.  Teacher to introduce Frederick Forrest who wrote a diary on his war experiences from 1914 to 1917 (see  
Teacher Resource 3). Distribute extracts from the diary to the students (Student Resource 2).

iii.  Using extracts from Frederick Forrest’s diary Student Resource 2 students can:
a)  Build a World War I Word Wall by defining terms they don’t understand in the diary. (For easy 

reference to definitions of words in Forrest’s diary See Teacher Resource 4)
b)  Complete a map of the journey taken by soldiers on the Ascanius or the Medic from Fremantle to 

Gallipoli. (31 October 1914 to 25 April 1915) [The journey included Fremantle to Colombo, Suez 
Canal, Port Said, Alexandria (Egypt), Lemnos and Gallipoli.]

c) Use the Forrest diary and information in the Teachers’ Handbook to develop a sequence of events 
from the establishment of the Blackboy Hill training camp until the evacuation of Gallipoli in 
December, 1915. This information can be added to the class timeline or to the voyage shown on their 
map (see b) above).

http://vimeo.com/103113524
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR3_Information_on_Frederick_Forrest.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_SR2_Extracts_from_the_Diary_of_Lieutenant_Colonel_Frederick_Forrest.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_SR2_Extracts_from_the_Diary_of_Lieutenant_Colonel_Frederick_Forrest.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR4_Historical_terms.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Teachers_handbook_overview.pdf
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Lesson set  3 - Using historical (Primary) Sources
Interpretation of Images- Marching out of Blackboy Hill and the Medic postcard 
Building the historical context
i.  Photograph interpretation See Teacher Resource 5 - I get the picture for a sample of the analysis of a 

photograph from Blackboy Hill camp 
You could use any image from the war to help your students begin the skill of analysing historical sources. 
Teacher Resource 6 includes a second image to review these skills.

Building the context and exploring perspectives
ii.  The experiences of soldiers during the Gallipoli landing become hauntingly real when reading personal 

diaries and letters written by soldiers involved in the campaign. These primary sources provide insights 
into the different ways the same events can be described - that is from different perspectives. For a 
selection of these sources see Teacher Resource 7. This set of sources will be useful when students are 
conducting their inquiry.

iii.  Display the signed Medic postcard (below) on a large screen.

 

 An autographed souvenir photograph (of a postcard) of transport ship HMAT Medic (A7) which 
embarked from Fremantle for Egypt on the 31 October 1914. The autographs are of soldiers from several 
different units, including the Officer Commanding the troops and the Medic’s Captain, J Roberts. The 
photograph is copied from Captain A H MacFarlane’s records.

 http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/H19319/

 Encourage the students to decipher the names and letters on the Medic postcard, and to ask questions 
about these men: Who were they? Where were they from? Why did they enlist? What happened to them? 
Did they all sail on the Medic? What happened to them in Egypt? Did they survive Gallipoli? Were they 
injured? Did they fight on the Western Front? Did they return safely to Australia at the end of the war?

http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR5_I_get_the_picture.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR6_Practice_image_analysis.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR7_Letter_and_diary_sources_on_the_Gallipoli_landing.pdf
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/H19319
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Lesson set  4 - Historical inquiry

See Teacher Resource 8 Inquiry Task
Stages of an inquiry
1. Exploratory stage - Identify questions to inform an historical inquiry  

Student Resource 3 Names on the Medic postcard - to encourage students to be an historical detective. 
Discuss and assist in developing ideas for their inquiry.
Who or what will be the focus of their inquiry? Soldiers from the Medic or Ascanius, a doctor such 
Edward Brennan or nurses such as Alice Kitchen or members of their own family?

See Main Ideas template
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resources/Htaa_year6_federation_main_ideas.pdf
Categorise themes that emerge from the students’ questions 
•	 Training in Australia, 
•	 Voyage on the troop ship, 
•	 How did they have fun? 
•	 Training in Egypt,
•	 Experiences during the war on the Gallipoli Peninsula, 
•	 Experiences during the war on the Western Front,
•	 The fate of soldiers in the war.
Students can work in groups to elaborate questions from these main ideas.

2. Investigation Stage - Identify and locate a range of relevant sources; 
Locate information related to inquiry questions in a range of sources.
A range of resources are provided in the Teachers’ Handbook as well as Student Resource 3.
The note-taking table will assist students to make notes which answer their specific inquiry questions 
(Student Resource 4 - Note-taking organiser).

3. Evaluation stage - Compare information from a range of sources.
Organise information, use information that answers inquiry questions; begin planning presentation.

4. Reflection Stage - drawing conclusions, detailed planning of presentation and begin to develop texts.

http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR8_inquiry_task.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR3_Information_on_Frederick_Forrest.pdf
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/verve/_resources/Htaa_year6_federation_main_ideas.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Teachers_handbook_overview.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_SR3_Names_on_Medic_postcard.pdf
http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_SR4_note_taking_organiser.pdf


WESTERN AUSTRALIA AT WAR 1914 | Year 6: Learning Sequence

10

Lesson set  5 - Presentation of research

5. Presentation stage - Develop texts, particularly narratives and descriptions, which incorporate source 
materials; Use a range of communication forms (oral, graphic, written) and digital technologies
Review the process of inquiry learning
See Teacher Resource 8 for marking criteria.

Prepare an authentic experience for the students to share the results of their inquiry. Here are a few ideas:
•	 a school or community display in a local library or shopping centre; 
•	 a parent night exploring Western Australians in World War I ;
•	 invite parents or local RSL representatives to “Meet the soldier/nurse/doctor/ship captain” etc;
•	 plan a display or dramatisation of the student work for Remembrance Day or ANZAC Day;
•	 post copies of the soldiers’ stories on the school web page;
•	 create a digital book which includes all the results of the inquiry for the school or local library;
•	 recreate the journey taken by soldiers from Blackboy Hill to Fremantle. 

Collaborate with local libraries, historical societies, local branch of the Returned Services League and 
other interested groups. See more ideas on the presentation of student research at:
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/year-6/learning-sequence-5-8/tabs/y6-federation-l8.html

http://htawa.net.au/files/Yr6_TR8_inquiry_task.pdf
http://www.achistoryunits.edu.au/year-6/learning-sequence-5-8/tabs/y6-federation-l8.html

