
The impact of World War One on the City of Armadale

By Christen Bell 
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On 4 August 1914, people living in Armadale and the surrounding district were going 
about their day as normal, working and talking about family, the weather, probably a 
bit of local gossip and the crisis in Europe where nations were mobilising troops for a 
possible war.

24 hours later Britain was officially at war with Germany and Australia had pledged 
its alliance to Britain. During the next four years more than 400,000 men and women 
enlisted with the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) and would be involved in combat at 
ANZAC Cove and the battlefields of Europe. Over 60,000 were killed and another 
156,000 wounded.

Before war was declared, only a few thousand people lived in and around the towns 
of Armadale, Kelmscott, Roleystone, Bedfordale and Beenup (Byford). Many of them 
worked on farms, orchards, dairies, at the local brickworks or for the railways. During 
the war over three hundred men and a handful of women enlisted, creating a large 
drain on the local workforce.

A picnic at Kelmscott, organised by a local brickwork for its workers and their families 
in August 1913. In the next few years how many in this photo would have to say 
goodbye to loved ones and friends as they enlisted with the Australian Imperial 
Force? 

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library

The Everyday Still Goes On

Those who stayed behind tried to keep the small communities going. Livestock still 
needed to be tended, fruit picked, and weddings held. Trains continued to run late, 
and requests were still made for such day to day things as the removal of a dead 
horse from the side of the road. 



Many of the women were living on farms, orchards or dairies and though used to 
hard work would have found things tougher with the loss of the help from husbands, 
sons and hired labourers. 

Harvest time required all hands on deck. Here Maud Smailes is helping the team 
pick and pack fruit at Wahroonga Orchard in Karragullen in 1914. 

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library

Despite the extra work many women also explored ways that they could help with 
the war effort. One of the most common ways was to volunteer for organisations 
such as the Red Cross or the Trench Comfort Fund who conducted fundraising 
drives, provided support for wounded and returned soldiers or sent socks, tobacco 
and other comforts to soldiers on the front line.  

Recuperating soldiers being taken for a drive up to Bedfordale where they were 
entertained by local members of the Red Cross at the Bedfordale Hall in 1917. The 
Red Cross formed in Australia at the start of the war and by the end of 1915 there 
were branches operating in Armadale, Kelmscott, Roleystone and Bedfordale. 
During the war, these branches are estimated to have raised over £700 allowing 
them to make over 28,000 items, from sheets to pyjamas for wounded soldiers 
recovering in Army hospitals. 

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library

A Child’s War

Even a child’s life was dominated by the war with some children missing fathers, 
older brothers or sisters who had enlisted. All school children would have been 
involved in singing patriotic songs or fundraising for the Red Cross or a school 
patriotic fund.



It seemed wherever a child went they were being reminded that Australia was at war. 
Sports days were held with special races for the siblings and children of the men 
who had enlisted, and school concerts included scenes of students dressed as 
nurses and soldiers demonstrating bandaging to music.

Rose Livingston, Alma Reyniker, Kitty Dowell and a young boy posing with the 
Bedfordale Honour Roll. The Honour Roll was unveiled on Empire Day (24 May) 
1916 at the Bedfordale Hall. Rose, Alma and Kitty, all had brothers listed on the Roll. 
Rose’s brother John and Alma’s brother Francis both became prisoners of war. Kitty 
had two brothers who enlisted. Oliver made it home, but William was killed in 
September 1916. 

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library

The Bedfordale Honour Roll was donated to the local community by Mr John 
Thomas Smith whose son John was serving in the AIF. It was unveiled at the 
Bedfordale Hall by respected Bedfordale resident, Mr Ottoway. 

Donated by Armadale RSL

Children waving Australian flags and celebrating Empire Day at the Forrestdale Hall 
in 1915.  The day would have included patriotic speeches and the singing of patriotic 
songs including ‘God Save the King.

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library



Funding Cuts

When Australia entered the war, the Western Australian Government looked at ways 
to divert money towards the war effort. One of the programs cut was the 
subsidisation of country agricultural shows. While some shows were cancelled the 
Kelmscott Show went ahead and was held each year during the war.

At the 1915 Kelmscott Show a special feature was the expanded ‘domestic section’ 
where local women exhibited their culinary skills in making preserves, butter and 
bread making, and handicrafts such as ‘fancy needlework’ and spun wool.  By the 
1919 Kelmscott Show many of the men had returned from the war and the focus of 
the show returned to exhibiting livestock, crops and fruit.

The State Government also reduced its funding to local Roads Boards. The 
Armadale Kelmscott Road Board still had to maintain and build roads, drains and 
fences despite the government grants being cut by almost two thirds.  One of the first 
things the Road Board did to save money was to turn off the town’s street lighting, 
followed by raising its rates and fees. 

Many families struggled to pay the extra fees.  In 1917 Councillor William Lockard 
successfully moved that the payment of rates on properties owned by soldiers on 
active service could wait until after the war.  Jesse Verrier of Karragullen, whose two 
sons Albert and Samuel had enlisted, was able to pay off what he owed in rates and 
fees by helping to build and repair local roads. 

Families from Roleystone and workers from the Road Board taking a break from 
building a road in c1915. To help the Road Board maintain and build new roads, 
individuals and communities would offer assistance either through donating their 
labour or the use of a horse and cart.

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library

Sporting Clubs

With so many young men leaving the district sporting clubs struggled to field teams 
and suburban competitions closed down until after the war. Kelmscott and Armadale 
both had to wind down their local cricket and football clubs. Other sporting clubs 
such as the Armadale Kelmscott District Sports Committee, Armadale and Kelmscott 



Tennis Clubs and the Armadale Rifle Club also closed down or wound back their 
activities due to a lack of participants. 

Kelmscott Football Club defeated Armadale to win the premiership cup in 1912. 
Around 12 players who played for the club at that time would go on to enlist.

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library

Cricket quickly recovered after the war. This fixture card shows Armadale and 
Kelmscott fielding both ‘A’ and ‘B’ grade teams in the local competition and Byford 
and Bedfordale fielding ‘B’ grade teams. 

City of Armadale, History House Museum

A tragic day

The realities of sons, husbands and fathers going off to war truly struck home in 
August 1915. Local men John ‘Jack’ Wesley Turner and James Winning were both 
killed at Gallipoli on August 6. John and James’ family would have been two of the 
first in the district to receive the dreaded pink telegram informing them of their 
deaths. 



The Drill of the Foothills August-September 1916

Family and friends saying goodbye to James Wilson (back left), Gordon Wilson (with 
rifle) and Albert Ticklie at the Ticklie family farm in Armadale. In August 1917 the 
family was informed Albert was missing during combat at Bullecourt in France. It 
took another five months for the family to be informed that Albert had been killed in 
action at Bullecourt. 

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library

Coming Back Home

When the celebrations finished following the end of the war, the reality of helping the 
returning soldiers began. The local Roads Board established a Soldier Repatriation 
Committee and a Soldier Welfare Committee. The two committees were responsible 
for raising money and accessing funding from the Federal Government to help the 
soldiers obtain land, so they could start their own farm, or orchard, or build a new 
home as well as finding employment.

The local community also looked at ways to commemorate those who had fought 
and those who had died in the war. Armadale had already built a war memorial on 
the corner of Fourth Road and Eleventh Avenue in 1916. In 1919 three acres of land 
was purchased in the heart of Armadale to establish a memorial park where a tree 
was planted for each of the fallen soldiers from the district. In May 1921, the 
foundation stone for the Kelmscott War Memorial was laid.



ANZAC Day was first commemorated across Australia in 1916. The first ANZAC Day 
service in Armadale was held in 1920 at the Armadale Obelisk by the recently 
established local branch of the Returned Soldiers League (today known as the 
Returned & Services League of Australia). In 1921 ANZAC Day services were held 
in Armadale and Kelmscott.

Donated by Naomi Gates

In the early 1920s Roleystone residents hosted several picnics for Returned 
Soldiers. In this picture the Returned Soldiers are having their picture taken with 
(middle L-R) Violet Parkin, Janet Church, Ailsa Butson, Sybil Buckingham and Mary 
Brooker, (front L-R) unknown, Lilian Smith, Alice Dawson and Doris Mann.

Courtesy Birtwistle Local Studies Library

For more information on the men and women from the City of Armadale who served 
during World War One, visit https://library.armadale.wa.gov.au/birtwistlewiki

The City of Armadale History House museum houses a number of artefacts from 
World War One as well education programs relating to the impact of World War One 
on the city of Armadale, https://library.armadale.wa.gov.au/museum-programs 

https://library.armadale.wa.gov.au/birtwistlewiki
https://library.armadale.wa.gov.au/museum-programs


Birtwistle Local Studies Library
Susan Hall

Migrants in the history of Kelmscott-Armadale

The Migrant Park and plaque along Brookton Highway in Kelmscott commemorates 
the contribution that migrants have made to the development of the City of 
Armadale.
A second plaque that identifies another migrant camp originally located on the site of 
the Good Shepherd Primary School is on Roberts Road in Kelmscott.

Who were the migrants, when did they come, from where did they come and what 
did they do?

(Photo: A symbolic Nissan hut and interpretation panels commemorate the many 
families that came to the district of Armadale in the post-World War 2 period.)

(Photo: Birtwistle Local Studies Library MPH129)

The districts of Armadale & Kelmscott were developed with thanks to the effort of the 
many migrants who came to live and work in the area. How did this come about?

By the late 1800s through to the early 1900s the need to feed the growing population 
became more imperative and so a variety of migrant schemes were created to bring 
market gardeners and farmers to the young State of Western Australia. Developing a 
strong economy was also necessary for the government to provide the services 
needed for the existing and future populations. 

Sir James Mitchell encouraged WA’s agricultural development 

Much of the Twentieth Century agricultural story for the Armadale district and for the 
State  of  Western  Australia  begins  with  James  Mitchell,  later  Sir  James  Mitchell 
regarded as the Architect of Agriculture in Western Australia.  During his life-time he 



assumed roles as minister for agriculture, state premier, Lieutenant Governor and 
Governor.

His farming background gave him hands-on experience in the development of the 
land and his careers in banking and finance and as a politician lent themselves to a  
thorough understanding of the interplay of agriculture, economics and ways that the 
state’s economy could change for the better. 

Sir James Mitchell, 1866-1951.
 (Photo: taken from the Australia  Dictionary of Biography, Vol 10, MUP, 1986.http://

adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mitchell-sir-james-733)

Mitchell was committed to the actions needed and the beliefs that: 
• ‘Idle land was wasted land’
• ‘A thousand golden sovereigns a day would go to the Eastern States’ until 

WA developed its primary industries.

Mitchell’s ethos was:
 Success was based on experience, hard work and perseverance.  

Incentives were given to clear the bush and forests to establish grain crops, the 
dairying industry, orchards, vineyards and market gardens. Often this was the 
principle of group settlements directed primarily at British migrants and post-World 
War 1 soldier settlement schemes.  

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mitchell-sir-james-733
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mitchell-sir-james-733


Bags of wheat, c1900.
(Photo: State Library of Western Australia Battye 000878d)

Migrants to the Armadale-Kelmscott district in the early 1900s

Aided by the enthusiasm and strategies of James Mitchell, newcomers to the district 
of Kelmscott-Armadale began to establish their farming properties and orchard.

Unsponsored migrants escaping the conflicts and disruptions on Europe came to the 
district but not in the same numbers as the British. 

    Mt Derry Nasura, Armadale. “Cleared land became useful land, ca 1900.
 (Photo: Birtwistle Local Studies Library MPH 26)

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjMwJ-TyMLZAhXKU7wKHdY5CcIQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://slwa.wa.gov.au/wepon/land/html/wheat.html&psig=AOvVaw3b4XfCWrIz6Dm2z1ic8FrP&ust=1519699553920200


Orchards and market gardens were established 
(Photo: Birtwistle Local Studies Library CDi112)

Dairies were established 
(Photo: Birtwistle Local Studies Library CDi112)

For the district of Armadale, several dairies were established along with vineyards 
and orchards. The clear-felling of the forest in the areas of Roleystone and 
Karragullen helped to open the lands for the orchardists to establish their fruit trees.



Vineyards were established such as Derry Na Sura and Richon
(Photo: Birtwistle Local Studies Library PH120)

It was in these primary industries that many overseas and interstate immigrants 
became established.

A difficulty with a growing state population was the increasing need to secure a water 
supply. Rain wasn’t a reliable source of water and so alternative sources became a 
necessity. In 1921 the Armadale-Kelmscott Road Board urged the State government 
to start the early construction of the Canning Dam however this plan was slow to 
develop but an alternate source was the Churchman’s Brook Dam, officially opened 
in 1925. The Canning Dam was constructed through the 1930s and officially opened 
in 1940. The magnitude of these projects required more labourers than the district 
could supply resulting in a call for immigrants to supplement the workforce.

Canning Dam under construction 
 (Photo: Birtwistle Local Studies Library CDi32)



Migration to Australia in the post-World War 2 era

Populate or perish! was the catch-cry of Arthur Caldwell to migration as a means of 
increasing Australia’s population. As Minister for Immigration he gave a stirring 
speech to parliament on the 2 August 1945. He used the opportunity of Australia 
being still at war to bring to the attention of Parliament how vulnerable Australia was 
with its scattered and relatively small population. He emphasised the importance of 
immigration for national development and defence and declared that Australia should 
change the legislation and reject any campaigns that discriminated against 
nationalities that hold different religious beliefs and cultural traditions.

Australia at the time had a population of 7.4 million with 250,000 jobs available and 
he used the slogan, ‘populate or perish’. 

Arthur Caldwell and the gift of Immigration, Museum of Democracy, 
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/blog/arthur-calwell-and-the-gift-of-immigration/

Between 1947 and 1976, social, political and economic uncertainty in much of 
Europe provided an incentive for displaced persons to apply for emigration to 
Australia. Similarly, for the many British citizens suffering the deprivation of post-
World War 2. These migrants were encouraged by the Australian government 
struggling to cope with a desperate shortage of labour and a belief that 

 substantial population growth was essential for the country's future security;
 to reverse population stagnation,
 overcome crucial labour shortages, 
 restore essential services to pre-war levels and 
 maintain the war-boosted economy.

The bias was towards the British citizens who were given sponsorship and financial 
assistance whereas the families from Europe were essentially responsible for their 
own passage and establishment in their new country. The two migrant camps in 
Kelmscott provided a home for many overseas men and their families.

Where did many of the emigrants come from?

Map of Europe showing the origin of many Australian immigrants
(https://www.google.com.au/ 6Mar 2018)

https://www.moadoph.gov.au/blog/arthur-calwell-and-the-gift-of-immigration/
https://www.google.com.au/


Source: unknown

                                                Post WW2 migration to Australia 1954. 
(Department of Parliamentary Services: Migration to Australia since federation: a  

guide to the statistics. Parliament of Australia. 29 October 2010.  
https://www.aph.gov.au/binaries/library/pubs/bn/sp/migrationpopulation.pdf )

Kelmscott Migrant Camp Memorials
Although the memorial in Migrant Park Camps 1 and 2 is in honour of the many 
people who migrated to our area from Europe after the Second World War, it should 
be remembered that much of the district’s development was a result of the many 
migrants who brought new ideas, hard labour and determination during the 1900s.

https://www.aph.gov.au/binaries/library/pubs/bn/sp/migrationpopulation.pdf


An old tram car provided accommodation for a Dutch family corner of 
Westfield and First Roads, Kelmscott in a less formal migrant camp.

(Photo: Birtwistle Local Studies Library CDi 118)

Migrant families celebrating Christmas in summer
(Photo: Birtwistle Local Studies Library FPH7)



Birtwistle Wiki

The Birtwistle wiki is a resource for finding the names and details of volunteers who 
enlisted to fight for King and Country in World War 1. The listings include mainly 
young men and women from the City of Armadale (aka Armadale-Kelmscott Road 
Board) and the Serpentine-Jarrahdale districts.

See Birtwistle Wiki: our contribution at 
https://www.birtwistlewiki.com.au/wiki/Main_Page

https://www.birtwistlewiki.com.au/wiki/Main_Page
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